




Who gets federal 

student aid? 
Every student who meets certain eligibility 

requirements can get some type of federal student 

aid. Some of the most basic eligibility requirements 

for students are that you must 

• demonstrate financial need (for need-based

programs);

• be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen;

• have a valid Social Security number (some

exceptions apply);

• be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an

eligible degree or certificate program;

• be enrolled at least half-time (for Direct

Loans); and

• maintain satisfactory academic progress in

college, career school, or graduate school.

For the full list of eligibility requirements, 

visit StudentAid.gov/understand-aid/ 
eligibility/requirements. 
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Are you considered a dependent or independent 

student when it comes to the FAFSA® form? 

Find out at StudentAid.gov/dependency. 
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